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passage by the United States House of 
Representatives. 

Mr. Speaker, the horrors of the Ar-
menian genocide can never ever be un-
done. Words alone cannot comfort 
those who suffered nor dry the tears of 
another mother or grandmother who 
has lost her children or grandchildren. 
By acknowledging the suffering of the 
victims through the official recogni-
tion of the Armenian genocide, we can 
at least ensure that future generations 
will never ever forget this atrocity to 
mankind. 

ELECTION INTERFERENCE 
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to talk about the growing serious 
threat to our democracy and the inter-
ference in elections of foreign adver-
saries. Yes, these things are all related. 

With the 2020 elections fast approach-
ing, now is the time to take action by 
supporting the SHIELD Act. The 
SHIELD Act puts four commonsense 
bipartisan reforms to improve our de-
fenses against anyone meddling in our 
elections. No one should do that, and 
every American should take issue. It 
closes loopholes, strengthens reporting 
requirements, restricts exchange of in-
formation between campaigns, and lim-
its any involvement with foreign 
agents. 

As public officials, we raise our hand 
to protect and defend the Constitution 
of the United States. We must rise to 
this occasion to do just that. That is 
what we should do as Members of the 
House of Representatives. Our con-
stituents expect it from us to ensure 
that every vote is counted and that no 
one—no foreign source—can meddle in 
American elections, ever, as took place 
in 2016. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join with Congresswoman ZOE LOFGREN 
and others who have worked very hard 
on this important legislation to pass 
the SHIELD Act this week. It is the 
right thing to do. 

f 

TELEMEDICINE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to discuss the 
importance of telemedicine. 

Recently, I had the pleasure of par-
ticipating in a roundtable discussion at 
Saint Francis University in Cambria 
County, Pennsylvania. Representatives 
from the university, Better Care Amer-
ica, University of Pittsburgh Medical 
Center, and Highmark, among others, 
gathered to share their expertise on 
telemedicine and its impact on rural 
health. 

Telemedicine is an incredibly impor-
tant tool for millions of Americans, 
but particularly for those who live in 
rural communities. With telemedicine, 
we can increase access to care for those 
who live far away from a doctor’s office 
or hospital. 

Of course, this benefit extends be-
yond rural communities. Telemedicine 

is crucial in ensuring older Americans 
and those with limited mobility are 
able to access quality medical care by 
eliminating roadblocks like finding 
transportation to a doctor’s appoint-
ment. By increasing convenience and 
flexibility for patients, it encourages 
individuals to take a more proactive 
approach in managing their health. 

Telemedicine can also have a positive 
impact on the health and well-being of 
our veterans. Their sacrifice and will-
ingness to dedicate their lives to serve 
our country is a debt that we can never 
truly repay. The least we can do, how-
ever, is to ensure that they have access 
to quality healthcare. This includes 
mental health. 

Many of our men and women in uni-
form are suffering privately with post- 
traumatic stress, depression, anxiety, 
brain injuries, and more. The Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs estimates 
that roughly 20 veterans commit sui-
cide a day. We must do our part to pre-
vent tragedies like this from hap-
pening. 

That is why I introduced H.R. 2123, 
the Veterans E-Health and Telemedi-
cine Support Act—or the VETS Act, as 
we call it—in 2017, alongside Congress-
woman JULIA BROWNLEY. This bipar-
tisan legislation reduces barriers for 
veterans seeking healthcare by remov-
ing burdensome location requirements, 
increasing access to care regardless of 
where the healthcare professional or 
the patient is located. 

Prior to the VETS Act’s enactment, 
VA doctors could only provide tele-
health services across State lines if 
both the veteran and the doctor were 
located in Federal facilities. Undoing 
this restriction was successful under 
the VETS Act’s adoption, and it is just 
one way that we can improve access to 
telehealth for millions of veterans na-
tionwide. 

Prior to the VETS Act, we were able 
to do that successfully a number of 
years ago with the STEP Act, the Serv-
icemembers’ Telemedicine and E- 
Health Portability Act, and it did the 
same thing for 1.1 million American he-
roes who are members of our Active- 
Duty military, Reserve, and Guard. 
The act lifted those same bureaucratic 
barriers to expand better access 
through telemedicine. 

Through innovation and bipartisan 
support, we can continue to strengthen 
telemedicine care for all Americans. 

f 

PASSING USMCA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. SMITH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to urge my colleagues 
to reconsider the unilateral push for-
ward with impeachment. We have im-
portant and timely bipartisan issues to 
work on, such as passing USMCA. 

Canada and Mexico represent 34 per-
cent of all U.S. exports—by far, our 
most important trading partners. 

The North American Free Trade 
Agreement that we know as NAFTA 

was written more than 25 years ago, 
and the world has changed dramati-
cally since its enactment. President 
Trump has made the modernization of 
trade between our three countries a top 
priority and has allowed us the chance 
to make some much-needed updates. 
USMCA upgrades and modernizes 
NAFTA. It will boost our economy, and 
it is a win for farmers, producers, and, 
definitely, consumers. 

We have an opportunity to take ac-
tion on trade, but the work must come 
first. It is our constitutional duty to 
start this process in the House. Delay-
ing the enactment of USMCA hurts 
American jobs, border security, and ag-
riculture, as well as innovation. We 
cannot afford to let this opportunity 
pass. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s begin the work in 
the Ways and Means Committee, and 
let’s get this done. It is time to pass 
USMCA. 

f 

REMEMBERING ASSISTANT CHIEF 
CHRISTIAN JOHNSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. NEWHOUSE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to honor the life and service of 
Assistant Fire Chief Christian Johnson 
of Okanogan County Fire District 3. 
Chief Johnson recently passed away 
due to injuries he sustained while 
fighting the Spring Coulee fire in north 
central Washington last September. 

Mr. Speaker, Chief Johnson is an 
American hero. He served our country 
honorably, retiring from the Army 
after 22 years before joining the fire de-
partment nearly 20 years ago to serve 
his local community. His wife, Pam, 
described him as selfless, kind, and al-
ways ready to help someone in need. He 
was well-known and well-loved in 
Okanogan County, which is clear from 
the community’s outpouring of support 
in recent weeks. 

I encourage all in north central 
Washington to pay their respects at 
Chief Johnson’s memorial this Thurs-
day, October 24, at 1 p.m. at the 
Okanogan County Fairgrounds. 

My deepest condolences go out to 
Pam and the Johnson family. The peo-
ple of central Washington are eternally 
grateful for his selfless service to pro-
tect our communities. 

Chief Johnson, may you rest in 
peace. 

A RENEWED VISION FOR JOB CORPS CIVILIAN 
CONSERVATION CENTERS 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to applaud and thank the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and the 
U.S. Forest Service for their recent an-
nouncement renewing their commit-
ment and vision to the Job Corps Civil-
ian Conservation Center program. 

Operated by the USDA and the For-
est Service, Job Corps Civilian Con-
servation Centers, or CCCs, serve rural 
communities across the country by 
training the next generation of Amer-
ica’s workforce to carry out a unique 
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